ASFC 93-6M 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Council of the Faculty of Arts and Science 


Minutes of the meeting held on Friday, September 17, 1993 


Present: G. Valaskakis; M. Yates; B. Harris; P. Bird; S. Carter, F. Stevens; C. White; T. 
Bui; C. Foster; J. Appleby; S. Ruby; R. Pallen; C. Bolton; A. Ahmad; B. Lewis; 
D. Salée; B. Sahni; J. Baggaley; D. Sheps; M. Catry-Verron; W. Sellers; J. 
Anderson; S. Kumerapeli; J. Fiset; E. Raudsepp; H. Shulman; P. Allen; M. 
Belinsky; A. Teffeteller; C. Gray; R. Sharma; M. Ainley; D. Howes; C. 
Potworowski; M. Pruska-Carroll; J. Snyder; J.-F. Plamondon; J. Wilkinson; M. 
Asfour; K. Blackburn; P. Dalton; M. Giles; G. Grenier; M.-H. Langevin; K. 


McMurray; C. Terry. 


Regrets: D. Markiewicz; B. Litner; M. Brian; I. Smith; A. -Galler; H. Hutter; A. 
Schwartzman; M. Despland; L. Nicholson. 


Absent: N. Gagnon; R. Mackay; K. Henrikson; M. Soso. 


Guests: D. Ginter; J. Moore; G. Newsham; H. Patenaude. 


Documents considered and distributed at this meeting: 


ASFC 93-6M-A Nominations/Ratification - Arts and Science Faculty Council Committees 


ASFC 93-6M-B Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Multiculturalism and Issues of 
Equity: School of Graduate Studies - for information 


ASFC 93-6M-C Final Report of the Task Force on the Ph.D. in Humanities and SIP 
programmes - for information 


ASFC 93-6M-D Nominations for Honourary Degree Candidates 
ASFC 93-6M-E Notice of Motion - Academic Priorities Committee for Arts and Science 


ASFC 93-6M-F Notice of Motion - CUPFA Representation on Senate 
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1. Call to Order 


Dean Valaskakis called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. 


2. Approval of Agenda 


93-6-1 It was moved and seconded (Pallen/White) that the agenda be approved with 
the addition of a second Notice of Motion under Item 10. 


Carried. 


3. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held May 21, 1993 


93-6-2 It was moved and seconded (Carter/White) that the Minutes of the meeting 
held May 21, 1993, be approved as corrected. 


Dr. Pallen noted that on Page 2, Report from-the Board of Governors: . . . the 
Commemorative Medals in the Departments of Civil, Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineering and in Ecotoxicology had been approved. 


K. McMurray noted that B. Leonhardt was present at that meeting. 
Carried. 

4. Remarks from the Chair 
Dean Valaskakis welcomed Council members back to a new academic year. She 
hoped that all had passed a relaxing but productive summer. She noted a feel of 


renewal and energy in the university this fall. 


Dean Valaskakis asked members of Council to introduce themselves as there were 
many new faces at the start of the new academic year. 


5. Questions and Announcements 


Dean Valaskakis informed Council that Mr. John Noonan, Secretary of Senate, 
had asked her to report to Council members that nominations were being sought 
for the Advisory Search Committee for a Dean of Fine Arts and for the Evaluation 
Committee for the Office of the Vice-Rector, Academic. 


Dean Valaskakis reported that Dr. Dennis Dicks, Department of Education, has 
joined the Dean’s Office as Director of Appraisals for Arts and Science, 
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Dean Valaskakis noted that a very successful T.A. workshop day had been held 
recently for all T.A.’s in Arts and Science. This had been offered by the Faculty 
Teaching Team; the members of this team are Dr. Bill Gilsdorf from 
Communication Stdies, Professor Mary Baldwin from Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, Dr. Graeme Decarie from History, Dr. Ron Smith from Education 
and the Learning and Development Office, Dr. Calvin Kalman from Physics and 
Mr. Chris Armstrong from English. There were 96 T.A.’s registered; it was a day 
of great energy and the beginning of what she hoped would be a successful 
continuation. A T.A. Handbook had been developed out of this work by the 
Teaching Team and was available through Dr. Gilsdorf in Communication Studies. 


Dean Valaskakis reported that registration figures showed an increase for Arts and 
Science. Last year at this time registration was 6,956 full-time students, and 3,907 
part-time students; this year Arts and Science has 7,135 full-time students and 
4,084 part-time students, over 11,200 students in total. The other faculties showed 
registration figures slightly down from last year. 


Dean Valaskakis reported that there had been some concern in our faculty 
regarding the GPA rule and its impact on the failure rate last year. The failure 
rate is also down. The failure rate last year was 10.2% but was 8.7% in 1992. 


"If anyone had questions regarding either registration or GPA should contact Dr. 


Sylvia Carter, Vice-Dean, Student Affairs. 


Dean Valaskakis informed Council members that a Chairs’ Retreat was held twice 
a year; the first for this academic year would be October 7. Chairs and the 
Deans’ Office would address themselves to a number of issues. 


Vice-Dean Carter announced that this fall and winter the Office of Student Affairs 
would be holding Academic Advising Workshops for undergraduate academic 
advisors in the faculty of Arts and Science. Both staff and faculty members who 
have advising responsibilities were invited to attend. Information was mailed to 
departments in the next week. The office was collaborating with Counselling and 
Development this year and would be covering three topics which had been 
designated by advisors last year as areas of concern. These workshops were to 


‘be held at both campuses. 


Dr. Sellers directed Council’s attention to the flyer distributed regarding the Fourth 
Annual Concordia Shuffle. Monies raised in past years has been substantial but 
the committee would like more faculty and students involved in this year’s walk. 


Dr. Sahni observed that the orientation video they had received from Dr. Carter’s 
office had been most effective with their new students and he thanked the faculty 
and Students Affairs for this tool. 
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Dean Valaskakis noted for Council’s benefit that the orientation video had been 


developed by the faculty’s orientation committee and Communication Studies 


students. Dr. Carter had received requests for copies from several universities in 


the states. 


Dr. Carter also noted for Council that an advising folder was being developed for 
all new incoming students to the Faculty of Arts and Science to be ready for 
January registration. She also informed Council that advising would continue in 


the Atrium. 


Reports from other University Bodies - No reports. 
Nominations/Ratification - Arts and Science Faculty Committees 


Arts and Science Faculty Steering Committee 
Dr. Sylvia Ruby (BIOL) 


Dr. Bob Pallen (CHEM) 

Sr. Prudence Allen (LUCC) 

Dr. Chris Gray (PHIL) 

Elected by secret ballot. P 


Advisory Search Committees for the Appointment _of Principal/Director 
Name of Body Current Director/Principal; Term ending May 31/94 


Journalism E. Raudsepp, Acting Director 
Science College G. Szamosi, Principal 

Simone de Beauvoir M. Ainley, Principal 

Advisory Search Committees for the Appointment of Department Chair 
Name of Body Current Director/Principal; Term ending May 31/94 
Applied Social Science R. Cawley, Chair 

Chemistry & Biochemistry T. Adley, Chair 

Exercise Science W. Sellers, Acting Chair 

Etudes frangaises J. Woodsworth, Chair 

Geography D. Frost, Chair 

Religion I. Robinson, Chair 

TESL R. Mackay, Chair 


Arts and Science Faculty Panel (Academic Regulations Regarding Cheating) 


Professor Marlene Giguere (LIBS) 
Acclaimed. 
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Arts and Science Part-Time Faculty Elections Committee 


Professor John McAuley (ENGL) 
Professor Maria Peluso (POLI) 
Professor Joseph Snyder (PSYC) 
Ratified. 


Academic Programmes Committee of Senate 
Dr. Dan Otchere (ECON) 


Acclaimed. 


Academic Services Committee of Senate 
Dr. Nelson Eddy (PHYS) 
Acclaimed. - 


Arts and Science Faculty Appeal Committee_(Regulations Regarding 


Academic Re-evaluation 
Dr. Claude Levy (LBCL)- 
Dr. Bluma Litner (APSS) 
Dr. Patsy Lightbown (TESL) 
Elected by secret ballot. 


Arts and Science Faculty Committee on Honourary Degrees 


Dr. Marguerite Mendell (SCPA) 
Dr. Henry Habib (POLI) 
Elected by secret ballot. 


Arts and Science Faculty Committee to Supervise Elections 


Dr. Daphne Fairbairn (BIOL) 
Dr. Martin Reidy (PHIL) 

Dr. William Hubbard (HIST) 
Acclaimed. 


NOTICE OF ELECTIONS 


Arts and Science Faculty Council Meeting - October 15, 1993 


Arts and Science Faculty Steering Committee 


We require: Two (2) student members (one-year terms) 
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Arts and Science Faculty Panel (Academic Regulations Regarding Cheating) 


We require: Two (2) faculty members to act as alternates (2-year terms) 
Two (2) undergraduate students to serve as regular members (1-year terms) 
Two (2) undergraduate students to serve as alternates (1-year terms) 


Arts and Science Faculty Curriculum Committee ; 
We require: Two (2) undergraduate students (one-year terms) 


One (1) graduate student (one-year term) 


Arts and Science Faculty Student Request Committee 
We require: One (1) undergraduate student to serve as a regular member (1-year term) 


One (1) undergraduate student to serve as an alternate (1-year term) 


Arts and Science Computer Resources Committee 


We require: One (1) representative from the Faculty of Arts and Science (@-year term) 
Arts_and_ Science Faculty-Appeal_ Committee (Regulations Regarding Academic_Re- 
evaluation 

We require: Three (3) undergraduate students to sefve as regular members (1-year term) 


Three (3) undergraduate students to serve as alternates 


Arts and Science Faculty Committee on Honourary Degrees 
We require: One (1) undergraduate student (1-year term) 


Graduate Awards Committee 


We require: One (1) faculty member (2-year term) 


8, Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Multiculturalism and Issues of Equity: 


School of Graduate Studies - for information 


Dean Valaskakis reported that this was the Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Multiculturalism and Issues of Equity from the School of Graduate Studies. This 
report had been accepted by the Council of the Schoo] Graduate Studies and was 
being implemented. Dean Valaskakis had circulated the report to members of 
Council for their information. 


Professor Shulman asked for background on the report. 


Dean Valaskakis responded that she had served as a member of the committee. 
The Committee had held open meetings held at both campuses. Many community 
people attended but not many from within the University. On the basis of that 
and other research information the Committee wrote the report. The report was 
presented to the Council of Graduate Studies and was accepted by the Council. 
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Professor Shulman said that he could not believe that the report had been 
approved by the Council of the School of Graduate Studies without discussion at 
the faculty levels or at Senate. He would urge departments to raise any concerns 
they might have to direct them to the university. 


Dr. Ginter asked who they should address their concerns regarding ‘the 
implementation of this report. 


Dean Valaskakis said that comments should be addressed to the Dean of Graduate 
Studies, Dr. Martin Kusy. 


Professor Sheps asked if this had been discussed at Graduate Studies. 


Dean Valaskakis said that this report had been discussed and approved by the 
Council for the School of Graduate Studies last spring. If Arts and Science 
Faculty Council wished to discuss the document, she asked that this request be put 
in writing to the Steering Committee. 


Final_Report_of_the Task Force on the Ph.D. in Humanities and. SIP 
programmes -_for information 


Dean Valaskakis had asked Dr. Markiewicz to give a short synopsis on this 
document but Dr. Markiewicz was unable to attend. Dr. Markiewicz would make 
this at another meeting of Council. 


Mr. Plamondon brought Council’s attention to Recommendation No. 2. This 
recommendation would limit the number of SIP students to three admissions per 


department. 


Notice of Motion - Academic Priorities Committee for Arts and Science 


Dean Valaskakis read the motion: "Steering Committee recommends that the 
Faculty of Arts and Science strike an Academic Priorities Committee/Task Force 
to consider the priorities of the Faculty within the broader context of the 


university.” 


Dean Valaskakis explained that she hoped that this Academic Priorities Committee 
and/or Task Force would consider or vet some of the information available to 
them and could look at ways in which we as a faculty could reallocate our current 
resources and address the fact that we might have fewer resources in the future. 
This committee would be as SCAPP is to Senate, but would not bypass the budget 
process within the university but . facilitate budgetary decision-making within 
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Arts and Science. This committee also might wish to consider how we might 
benefit even more from being a Faculty of Arts and Science. This motion would 
be brought back to the November meeting of Council. Steering Committee would 
draft a mandate and composition for this committee. 


Dean Valaskakis read the motion: “Be it resolved that the many hundred part- 


” time faculty in Arts and Science be given access to the decision-making process 


11. 


13. 


14. 
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of Senate through the mandating of a specific seat for part-time faculty from the 
Arts and Science faculty membership allotment on Senate, this seat to be filled by 
a part-time faculty association (CUPFA) appointment.” 


This motion had been received by Steering Committee from CUPFA. This would 
be brought forward to the next meeting of Council. ; , 


Nominations for Honourary Doctorate Recipients for Spring Convocation 


Dean Valaskakis said that the deadline for nominations for Honourary Doctorate 
Recipients for Spring Convocation was November 1, 1993. She asked that 
nominations be forwarded to the Arts and Science Committee. 


Other Business 


There was no other business. 


Next Meeting 


Dean Valaskakis reminded Council that the next meeting of Council would be 
held Friday, October 15, 1993 at 9:30 a.m. and noted that this meeting would be 
held to approve the Graduation Lists for Arts and Science and encouraged 
attendance. 


Adjournment 


It was moved and seconded (Pallen/ Gray) that the meeting be adjourned at 
3:15 p.m. 


